v This book is the result of the efforts of a research group that has for more than four years investigated the same locus, Western Sahara, from different approaches and disciplines. In particular, it forms part of the outcomes of the research project "Territorial Policies and Colonization/ Decolonization Processes in Western Sahara" (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) (2016) , funded by the Regional Government of Andalusia (Junta de Andalucía).
With this edited volume, we intend to publicize the results of our research in all its complexity, with rigour and consistency, aiming to contribute to fill in the gap that still exists in the academic literature on Western Sahara. Palgrave's interest in our project also provided an opportunity to expand its thematic scope and our original team in order to include other internationally renowned experts. This represented a step further on previous collective publications in Spanish such as the 2013 special issue "Actores, procesos y políticas en el Sáhara Occidental" edited by Raquel Ojeda-García and Victoria Veguilla in the Revista de Investigaciones Políticas y Sociológicas (RIPS) and the book Sáhara Occidentali 40 años después edited by Isaías Barreñada and Raquel Ojeda-García with Los Libros de la Catarata. We would like to thank the RIPS in particular for their generosity in granting us permission to republish in English a part of the special issue. On the other hand, the new multilevel analytical framework-going from the global to the local dimensions of the conflict-on which this book is based was streamlined in an international seminar that was hosted by the universities of Granada and Jaen in October 2015.
We would like to thank, first and foremost, all the contributors to this book for their generosity and rigour in studying the Western Sahara conflict from different perspectives. We also appreciate their willingness to participate in the Granada/Jaen seminar, which allowed us to extensively discuss face to face our respective research problems and approaches as well as the proposed analytical framework. The purpose was to avoid overlaps and enhance the complementarity and dialogue between the various contributions, while keeping our commitment to respect the particular views, disciplinary lenses and methodologies of each author-which required a good deal of open-mindedness. Thanks also to our editors from Palgrave and to Pamela Lalonde for her careful editing support.
Moreover, our acknowledgement goes to the principal investigators of several Spanish research projects who have cooperated with ours and contributed to the publication of this book in different ways, including Inmaculada Szmolka ("Persistence of Authoritarianism and Processes of Political Change in the Middle East and North Africa: Consequences for Political Regimes and the International Scene"), Laura Feliu ("Popular Uprisings from the Mediterranean to Central Asia: Historical Genealogy, Power Fractures and Identity Factors") and Miguel Hernando de Larramendi ("The International Dimension of Political Transformations in the Arab World"). We also received support from María José Calero, who leads a development cooperation project of the University of Jaen aimed at strengthening self-management capacities in the Sahrawi refugee camps near Tindouf, Algeria.
We are likewise indebted to two prominent Spanish scholars who, without appearing as authors in the book, have provided a vital support to this collective endeavour: Miguel Hernando de Larramendi, for his generosity in sharing information and knowledge, and for keeping the motivation for this and other projects alive, and Bernabé López García, as a forerunner and key promoter of studies on the Maghreb, Morocco and Western Sahara, tireless worker and erudite connoisseur of the social, historical and political realities of the "other side" of the Mediterranean.
Finally, we could not fail to mention the encouragement provided to us by Emilio Cassinello and the Task Force on Western Sahara of Search for Common Ground (SFCG) and Centro Internacional de Toledo para la Paz (CITpax), who have pushed us to make the leap from the academic and intellectual sphere to the "real world" of policymaking, politics, international relations and foreign policy, always with an unwavering commitment to seek a solution to the Western Sahara conflict. Table 9 .1 Results of the comparative analysis of regional autonomy in different regional and constitutional reforms, 1997-2011 205
